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Thinking Forward:  Creating a Vision for Seattle's Neighborhood District Councils 
Survey responses for essay questions (1 through 9 and 13) 
 
Question 1 

 
• From a neighbor or news source or other community council ...................... 168 
• Was involved early on in the creation of the system........................................ 20 
• Because of a controversy was directed to District Council ............................. 10 
• Because of grant requirement to present to District Council ............................. 4 

 
 
 
 
 
Question 2 

 
• Community representation, matters of community interest/issues ................. 64 
• Forum for education/information about city or area ........................................ 39 
• For funding or for city projects ......................................................................... 39 
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Thinking Forward:  Creating a Vision for Seattle's Neighborhood District Councils 
Survey responses for essay questions (1 through 9 and 13) 
 
Question 3 

 
• Networking, bringing together stakeholders .................................................... 54 
• To inform city agencies .................................................................................... 23 
• Don't know or unsure ....................................................................................... 20 
• This is a distraction or it's a city-led process or it's a closed system.............. 15 

 
 
 
 
 
Question 4 

 
• Change the closed-system/dysfunctional group aspect ................................. 29 
• Time issues or health issues ............................................................................ 20 
• Have the City provide more support ................................................................ 12 
• Better visibility and better public notice ........................................................... 11 
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Thinking Forward:  Creating a Vision for Seattle's Neighborhood District Councils 
Survey responses for essay questions (1 through 9 and 13) 
 
Question 5 

 
• Sharing information .......................................................................................... 68 
• Citizen input on policy matters......................................................................... 63 
• Networking and community building................................................................ 45 
• Allocating City funds to citizen/neighborhood projects ................................... 14 

 
 
Question 6 

 
• Relationship with Seattle Government and its departments............................ 52 
• Social justice issues and issues with accessibility (508) .................................. 43 
• Public safety (also a multiple check item, see chart above)............................. 24  
          (plus 201 responses in the multiple choice section of the question) .... (225) 
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Thinking Forward:  Creating a Vision for Seattle's Neighborhood District Councils 
Survey responses for essay questions (1 through 9 and 13) 
 
Question 7 

 
• Reach-out meetings, special get-togethers, meet in different places ............. 58 
• Use US Mail, physical posters/brochures/flyers, neighborhood signs ............ 58 
• Use the web, use neighborhood blogs, email lists........................................... 48 
• By being more relevant, addressing issues, having translators ....................... 43 

 
 
 
 
 
Question 8 

 
• Different rules, better relevant agenda & control, attendees respected........... 52 
• Engaging activities, interactive web & surveys, town halls, pair w/PTSA ........ 36 
• Rotate locations and make locations accessible (by bus, for wheelchair)....... 28 
• Have meetings at different times and address attendee time issues .............. 21 
• Have food and beverages available at all meetings......................................... 21 
• Provide childcare, provide translation services................................................ 13 
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Thinking Forward:  Creating a Vision for Seattle's Neighborhood District Councils 
Survey responses for essay questions (1 through 9 and 13) 
 
Question 9 

 
The District Council region is cited by number of responses followed by 2000 census 
population for that area of the city (in thousands) 
 
 # of responses from District District population in thousands 
• Northwest District................................ 32........................................................ 64 
• Ballard District ..................................... 14........................................................ 42 
• Northeast District................................. 18........................................................ 71 
• North District ....................................... 28........................................................ 38 
• Lake Union District .............................. 9.......................................................... 27 
• Magnolia/Queen Anne......................... 14........................................................ 54 
• East District ......................................... 8.......................................................... 46 
• Central District..................................... 13........................................................ 31 
• Downtown District ............................... 9.......................................................... 21 
• Southeast District ................................ 27........................................................ 46 
• Greater Duwamish District .................. 33........................................................ 41 
• Delridge Neighborhoods District ......... 9.........................................................*78 
• Southwest District ............................... 9.........................................................*78  

 
The distribution of responses can also be looked at by sector: 

• North sector (N of Ship Canal) ............ 92...................................................... 216 
• Central sector ...................................... 53...................................................... 179 
• South sector (S of Dearborn)............... 78...................................................... 165 
 
Also, within the sectors there is an East/West division (W and E of I-5), the breakdown for 
within-sector distribution is relatively evenly split: 
 
• North sector West ............................... 46...................................................... 107 
• North sector East................................. 46........................................................ 99 
• Central sector West............................. 32...................................................... 102 
• Central sector East .............................. 21........................................................ 77 
• South sector West............................... 18.......................................................*78 
• South sector East ................................ 60.......................................................*78 
  *total for Duwamish Peninsula is 78,000 per 2000 Census 
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Thinking Forward:  Creating a Vision for Seattle's Neighborhood District Councils 
Survey responses for essay questions (1 through 9 and 13) 
 
Question 13 

 
Other breaks down into: 
• Email ................................................................................................................. 12 
  (added to multiple choice selections this brings listserve up to 104 responses) 
• From a person or friend...................................................................................... 5 
  (added to multiple choice selections this brings word of mouth up to 27) 
• Web .................................................................................................................... 4 
  (added to multiple choice selections this brings web up to 16) 
• From a posted handbill....................................................................................... 1 

 
 
Question 14 

 


